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Cyclotron Walls and Maze Walls (Post 
Concrete Pour) 

Expansion Update 
By: Bradlee Robbert 

Over the last three months a lot of rebar and concrete have been used for the 
expansion to establish the wall structure. Exactly how much is a lot? Well, over 172 
tons (344,000 lbs.) of rebar is inside 1300 cubic yards of concrete, which was 
delivered by over 130 concrete trucks. Most of us have not seen too many of 
these trucks because they delivered and poured late at night or on weekends to 
avoid traffic. Did you know that after an hour, the concrete spinning in the truck  
is not usable for the job? Hence why concrete is poured when there is little 
interference. 

Coming up in the next 3 months… 
Most of the major concrete pours will be completed by the end of April, and 
construction will expand south to build the non-clinical space. The south part of 
construction connects the existing treatment hallway and the second floor. To 
build this area, construction teams moved the fencing to encompass the east 
stairwell exit. As a reminder, only use the east stairwell exit for emergencies 
because that exit is an active construction site. Also, you can all thank the 
contractors for the day off on Friday, May 25th because the building will be 
without power; the electricians will be making connections to our building to 
supply power to the expansion. 

 
Maze Walls (pre concrete pour) 
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A Prospective COMparative Study of Outcomes with Proton and 
Photon Radiation in Prostate CancEr (COMPPARE) 

 
What’s it all About? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You can read more about 
the project at: 
https://www.pcori.org/resear 
ch-results/2017/prospective- 
comparative-study- 
outcomes-proton-and- 
photon-radiation-prostate 

Dr. Nancy Mendenhall leads the team that received funding from the Patient-Centered 
Outcomes Research Institute, or PCORI, for a large-scale pragmatic clinical study on 
prostate cancer. The study will directly compare the potential benefits and harms of 
proton therapy to standard radiation therapy when treating prostate cancer. The study of 
3,000 men between the ages of 30 and 80 will compare 1,500 patients treated with proton 
therapy with 1,500 patients treated with standard radiation therapy from a total of 48 
treatment centers across the United States. The study will collect information on patient- 
reported quality of life, physician-reported and patient-reported side effects, and prostate 
cancer recurrence. 
The use of proton therapy in prostate cancer is controversial, however, because it is a more 
expensive treatment and its effects on patient quality of life, organ dysfunction and 
cancer cure rates relative to standard radiation treatment are unknown. Therefore, many 
insurers do not cover proton therapy for prostate cancer because of its high cost and the 
unanswered questions about its effectiveness compared with X-rays. The goal of the newly 
funded study is to find answers to these questions. 
Dr. Mendenhall’s team collaborated with several stakeholders to design this study, 
including patients, caregivers, prostate cancer advocacy groups, insurers and minority 
engagement groups — because, according to the American Cancer Society, the disease 
occurs more often in African-American men and in Caribbean men of African ancestry 
than in men of other races. 

Key Players 
In order to prepare for this exciting study, a COMPPARE Development workshop was held 
on February 2-4, 2018 at the Omni Amelia Island Plantation Resort. Patient stakeholders, 
their caregivers, minority engagement group members, co-investigators, members of the 
executive board, along with the COMPPARE research team met to discuss the mechanics 
of the project. 

 

 
 

COMPPARE Development Workshop 

UFPTI will be on the primary site for the COMPPARE as Dr. 
Nancy Mendenhall is the Principal Investigator on the 
project. As the PI she will provide leadership and overall 
coordination and oversight of the study, including fiscal 
and administrative management. The UFPTI prostate 
team will work with Dr. Mendenhall to accrue patients 
to the study. Drs. Li and Flampouri will be assisting with 
physics for the study. The following UFPTI staff will have 
key roles within the project to ensure its success: 
Amanda Prince, Samantha Sago, Jenna Hobkirk, and 
Chris Morris. 

 

Welcome! 
Additionally, Adrienne Greenewalt was hired 
as the project manager for COMPPARE. 
Adrienne has a Bachelors of Science degree 
in Health Services Administration from the 
University of Central Florida. She has been 
with the University of Florida for 18 years and 
has held various roles across the institution, 
most recently as the Administrative Director for the Department 
of Anatomy and Cell Biology in the College of Medicine- 
Gainesville. Adrienne is originally from Oklahoma, but has been a 
Floridian for the last 18 years. 

http://www.pcori.org/resear
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New Art Exhibit: Heart to Heart 
February is considered the month of love, so hearts were the perfect 
theme for our current art exhibit hanging in the Research Room Gallery. 

Made by patients and their caregivers, with the skilled teaching abilities of 
our artists (Pamela and Barbara), the images are diverse and colorful. 
These are not sweet, cliché hearts; Our hearts are tough, strong, and 
powerful. We’ve explored techniques such as collage, foil with alcohol inks, 
acrylic paint, and oil pastels. 

The art table is a place where joy, healing and friendships thrive. These 
things are expressed in colors and brush strokes. Art is the communication 
of such feelings. 

Please stop in to see the show. Find the red heart that 
says “press here” for a delightful surprise as we show our 
love and share it-heart to heart. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cancer Center of Excellence 
Designation 
By: Bradlee Robbert 
According to the Florida Department of Health “Created by the Florida Legislature in 2013, the Legislature 
intends to recognize hospitals, treatment centers, and other providers in the state which demonstrate 
excellence in patient-centered coordinated care for persons undergoing cancer treatment and therapy in 
Florida. The goals are to encourage excellence in cancer care, attract and retain the best cancer care 
providers to the state, and help Florida providers be recognized nationally as a preferred destination for 
quality cancer care. The Cancer Center of Excellence Designation recognizes providers that exceed 
service standards and excel in providing quality, comprehensive and patient-coordinated care.” 

On February 14, 2018, The University of Florida Health Cancer Center, including the UF Health Proton 
Therapy Institute, was once again recognized as a Cancer Center of Excellence by Gov. Rick Scott and the 
Florida Department of Health. 

The UF Health Cancer Center is one of four centers in the state to receive this designation. The UF Health 
Proton Therapy Institute is the only Cancer Center of Excellence in Jacksonville that treats patients with 
proton therapy. 

According to Stuart, “More than an honor, the Cancer Center of Excellence designation is an important 
assurance for patients and their families seeking the best possible cancer treatment. Each of our 165 staff 
members is committed to serving patients with high-quality, compassionate care every day.” The 
designation would have been impossible to achieve without the commitment of staff that provides 
unwavering care and compassion to each patient that enters the building. 
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Development Update 
By Lindsay Carter-Tidwell 

The first quarter has gotten off to a strong start! The new year has brought with it great 
momentum, and we are excited to share an update on UFHPTI’s development efforts. 

 
As you walk down the gantry corridor, you may notice a couple of changes. 
In early February, the new donor wall was installed to express our gratitude to 
those donors who generously donated to support the pediatric recovery 
room renovation project. The donors listed collectively contributed 
in excess of $250,000. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured: Mrs. Jane and Mr. Mike McLain 

The pediatric recovery room has also been named in 
honor of philanthropists Jane and Mike McLain to 
acknowledge their support of the pediatric program. 
The McLains’ $200,000 gift will fund clinical research 
and the many support services designed to ease the 
treatment process for pediatric patients. 

 

In really recent news, UFHPTI was thrilled to receive a $15,000 grant from The Edna Sproull Williams 
Foundation. This gift, received in early March, was in response to a grant request submitted in early 
December 2017 and will be used to support clinical research efforts. 

 
Finally, please save the date! The annual Play Golf. Fight Cancer. Classic will be held this year on 
Monday, Oct. 8 at t 
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